
 
Hexham & Newcastle Diocesan Deaf Service  

 

For your enquiry and information about the Diocesan Deaf Service  

 

Please contact the following;  

 

Reverend Robert Kinlen,  

Director -  Diocesan Deaf Service & Chaplain to the Deaf.  

St Cuthbert Church.  

292 Cowpen Road 

Blyth  

Northumberland NE24 5JN  

Tel ð  Voice - 01670363458  

TypeTalk 18001 01670363458  

Textphone or Minicom 01670363458.  

 

 

Mrs Kath Oyston  

Pastoral Worker to Deaf people.  

St Maryõs Day Centre 

4 Major Street  

Stockton  

Tel ð Minicom & Fax 01642 355023  

Mobile  ð Text & Voice; 07743807312  

Email ðkath.oyston@ntlworld.com  

 

David Marshall  

Promoter / Pastoral Worker to Deaf People.  

Catholic Deaf Service North East  

2 Summerhill Grove  

Newcastle up on Tyne  

NE4 6EE 

Fax ð 0191 2618889  

Mobile ð Text only -07868308725  
Email ï cdanortheast@btconnect.com 
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ôCome to the mangerõ 

 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God was born in a stable, a place only fit  

for animals. He could have said: Iõm a celebrity, òGet me out of hereó, 

But His whole reason for coming in to this world was to help people  

Who are not celebrities, but to shepherds, ordinary poor people.  

Popular tradition says He was visited by 3 Kings. In fact they were  

not kings but magi, people others would regard as òweirdoesó or òodd bodsó 

because they wanted to learn and were willing to look in some of the 

strangest place in the hope of discovering something useful.  

Jesus came to bring good news to the poor. The more we realise  

how poor we are, the more we want to lear n,  

the more Jesus can help us. Thatõs why he came.  

 
Father Robert Kinlen  
 



News & event around the Diocese & beyond.     
 

24 th  December 2008 ð Annual Christmas Mass.  

We held our annual Christmas Mass at our Deaf Centreõs Chapel, over 40 

people attended in cluding our Deaf Management SVP chairperson  

Mr B Lawson. Fr Robert Kinlen led the service; the Deaf Choir signed the 

Christmas carols. We had a lovely buffet prepared by the ladies, many 

thanks to them.  

 

Lent & Holy Week 2009  

We were unable to set up a p rayer meeting during Lent because other 

member had other commitment, however we held our usual Holy week 

service at the Deaf Centreõs chapel.  

On Holy Thursday we had the Last Supper service at St Maryõs Cathedral, 

which was led by our new Bishop Seamus Cunningham. Fr Robert Kinlen 

interprets the Service.  

 

Catholic Deaf Association Awareness Week 10 th to 17 th  May 2009.  

During the week of 10 th  to 17 th  May, A National Catholic Deaf Awareness 

week were held all over the country. The team from the Hexham and 

Newcastle Diocesan Deaf Service had arranged Deaf awareness 

programme. A small group of Deaf people from Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf 

Centre visited St Gregory Catholic Church in South Shields for the Deaf 

Awareness Mass. Fr Robert Kinlen celebrated the Mass in Sign Language 

to a large hearing congregation, Deaf Choir signed the hymns, and also 

some Deaf people signed the Liturgy of the word.  

During the same week we visited two Catholic primary Schools;  

St Gregory, South Shields and St Cuthbert, Sunderland. Bot h Schools 

were happy for us to teach the signed prayers to the children but  

It didnõt stop there, because one of our Deaf member thought he was on 

Mastermind, they wanted to know about his school, his childhood, 

everything. We also sold several books and posters on those occasions,  

And some of the children attended the mass and were delighted to come 

and talk to us again.  

 

 

 

Answers to last yearõs General Knowledge quiz 

 

1)  Which is the London oldest Football club?  

    A -  Fulham 

2)  Does a Grasshopper h ave two, five or twelve eyes?  

      A -  Five 

3)  In which city is Strangeways Prison?  

      A -  Manchester  

4)  Where was Goldfish first bred?  

      A ð China (possible as the fourth century)  

5)  By what name is the Millennium wheel also known?  

       A ð London Eye 

6)  Which is the largest lake in the world?  

      A ð The Caspian Sea  

7)  What was Queen Victoriaõs first name? 

      A -  Alexandrina   

8)  Who was beheaded at Fotheringay Castle in 1587?  

      A ð Mary, Queen of Scots  

9)  What Colour is the centr e of the target in Archery?  

       A -  Gold 

10)  Which coin disappeared from use in the UK in 1984?  

       A ð The Halfpenny  

11)   Born in 1493, who hung up his sword and founded the Society    

       of Jesus (the Jesuits) which vigorously supported the p ope? 

       A ð St Ignatius Loyola  

12)  Within the Roman Catholic church the title -  

       ôThe vicar of Christ on earthõ refers to whom? 

       A ð The Pope  

 
Did you get all the correct answers???  

 
 

 

 

 



Quick Question on General Knowledge  
1.   What colo ur is the earth wire in a standard British plug?  

 

2.  At which public school was Prince William educated?    

 

3.   Which town did the Romans call òAquae Sulisó? 

 

4.  Whom did Henry V111 divorce first?  

 

5.  Which soap first appeared on screen in 1985?  

 

6.  Which sea is the worldõs second saltiest body of water? 

 

7.   Rotterdam is home to Europeõs largest what? 

 

8.  Most reptiles are Oviparous. What does this mean?  

 

9.  In the BBC Sport Personality of the Year Award, which sport   

      has featured the most w inners since 1954.?  

 

10. What Sport would you expect to see at Hickstead?  

 

11. What does the word ôGospelõ means? 

 

12. What book in the New Testament tells the story of the  

      Missionary journey of St Paul?  

 
Good Luck and enjoy the quiz  

                                     
 

7th  June 2009 ð 850 th  Anniversary of the Death of St Robert of 

Newminster, Morpeth, Northumberland  

Members of Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf group joined the two churches from 

our Diocese; both called St Robert for the 850 th  Anniversary  of the Death 

of St Robert of Newminster. We joined over 300 people  

who met at St Robert Church at Morpeth in Northumberland,  

we started to walk through the town and along the Wansbeck River  

and through the field and over rough terrain to the abbey ruin s.  

The abbey was founded by St Robert of Newminster in 1138.  

Bishop Seamus Cunningham celebrated the outdoor Mass on the  

ground of the ruined abbey with fifteen priest including  

three Cistercian monks from Nunraw Abbey in Scotland. There were 

visitors fr om abroad, priest from Germany, Holland and some Nuns.  

Fr Robert kinlen and an Interpreter Wilma Shepherd interpreted the 

service. After Mass we walked back to St Robert church Hall  

& marquees for light refreshment, Bishop Cunningham came round  

to talk t o the Deaf group. We all enjoyed the day.  

 (See photo in other page)  

Who is St Robert of Newminster?  
He was born in the district of Craven, Yorkshire, probably in the village of 

Gargrave. He studied at the University of Paris where he is said to have 

help to interpret on the missing Psalms; became parish priest at Gargrave, 

and later Benedictine at Whitby from where, with the abbotõs permission, 

he joined the founders of the Cistercian Monastery of Fountains Abbey. 

About 1138 he headed the first colony sent  out from Fountains and 

established the Abbey of Newminster near the castle of Ralph de Merlay, 

at Morpeth in Northumberland. During his abbacy ,  

three colonies of monks were sent out; he founded three Monasteries  

at Pipewell (1143), Roche (1147) and Sawley (1148). In 1147 an accusation  

of misconduct was brought against him by his own monks who accuse him  

of being too familiar with pious women and that he went abroad (1147 -48), 

to defend himself before St Bernard but doubt has been brought upon  

the truth of his story. His tomb is in the church of Newminster, Morpeth 

in Northumberland and had become an object of pilgrimage. He died on 7 th  

June 1159; his Feast is kept on 7 th  June. 

(See photo in other page)  

 



20 th  June 2009 ð re - arranged Pilgrimage to Holy Isl and (Lindisfarne)  

The Pilgrimage to Holy Island was cancelled last year because of bad 

weather with heavy rain and widespread flooding, so we set up again and  

we joined with the Northumbrian Deaf Mission, there were two mini -buses. 

We arrived on Holy Isla nd and met more Deaf people from Stockton and 

Middlesbrough, we started at the statue of St Aidan, over looking 

Lindisfarne Castle with a welcome and introduction and prayers. Then we 

were free to roam the island until 3.30pm where we met at St Maryõs the 

Virgin for an afternoon Service, the theme was  ôIn the footprint of the 

Northern saintõ with reading, prayers and hymns also a Deaf person gave a 

short biography of St Cuthbert of Lindisfarne. We all enjoyed the day and 

the weather was kind to us this tim e (See photo in other page)  

 

28 th  June 2009 ð CDA North East Annual Pilgrimage to Mount Grace, 

Osmotherley.  

There was 37 Deaf and hearing friend at the annual pilgrimage at 

Osmotherley, the Mass was held at the Monastery Chapel of Our Lady of 

Mount Grace i n the village.  It is also a parish church for the Catholics of 

that area and also a chapel for the community of Benedictine monks who 

lives there. Fr Kinlen celebrated the Mass and gave an interesting homily 

about the two famous saints, St Peter and St Pa ul. After Mass, we were 

invited to have tea and light refreshment in the monastery hall. The Deaf 

group thanked Fr Damien Humphries OSB for allowing us to have Mass in 

the historic Chapel and joining us for Mass and chat afterwards.  

 
Chapel of Our Lady of  Mount Grace, Osmotherley  

 

 

Fr Paul Fletcher celebrate Mass with Fr Robert Kinlen &  

Fr Tyrell from Dublin interpreting in ISL.  

 

 

The Front entrance to the Hotel,  

ôThe last Drop Villageõ on the outskirt of Bolton 

 



Photograph Gallery of the Catholic Deaf Association National Conference 

at the ôLast Drop Innõ  Bolton 9-11th  October 2009  

 

 

Peter Mc Donough giving talks to the Deaf Delegate at the Conference  

 

 

Deaf Delegate joins in signing the hymns  

 

3- 5th  July 2009  ð SVP National Pilgrimage for the Sick  

Twelve Deaf members from Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre joined the 

members of the SVP on a weekend long pilgrimage to Walsingham. There 

were two coach loads of SVP Brothers and Sisters. We set off from the 

Sacred Heart Church, North Gosforth in Newcastle.  

We arrived at the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation in Kings Lynn 

for Mass.  

 

Then after that we went to the hotel stayed for two nights in Kings  

Lynn, the Hotel was comfortable and the meals were excellent. We were  

ferried to and from the Hotel to  Walsingham. On Saturday we walked  

the Pilgrim way with the SVP with prayers of the five sorrowful  

 Mystery  of the rosary. We arrived at the Shrine for Mass with the  

 Marist and their pilgrims.  We had free time to visit interesting places 

around Walsingh am and returned to the hotel for evening meal followed  

 by entrainment, Bingo and Pict ure quiz of film and soaps. O n Sunday we 

went to -Wells next the Sea - a few miles from Walsingham for  

Sightseeing  and shopping. We returned to Walsingham for packed Lunch  

which was prepared and made by the hotel. Then we proceed to the  

shrine for Mass which was for the National SVP Mass for the Sick  

and it was the main focus of the weekend.  

 

The Mass was celebrated by Bishop Michael Evans (East Anglia).  

The Bishop with  many priests went to anoint the Sick people who had 

badge to show that they are registered sick to receive anointing with oil. 

The ground outside and inside the shrine were packed. We were very 

fortunate to have an Interpreter Mr Tom Black and Fr Robert K inlen who 

worked so hard interpreting throughout the weekend even at the hotel  

and on the coaches. Our Deaf Group enjoyed the weekend because not  

just the good time but the pilgrimage itself, the Rosary, Prayers and the 

Mass, the Deaf group thanked the S VP Brothers and Sisters for making 

them feel friendly and welcome.  

(See photo in other page)  

 

 

 

 

 



For your diary 2010  
11th  February  Thursday - Feast of our Lady of Lourdes.  

 

17th st  February  ð Ash Wednesday ð at Our lady of Lourdes Deaf Chapel  

                             

February - Prayer meeting  every Friday during Lent (if requested)  

 

28 th  March ð Passion Sunday ð Mass at Deaf Centre Chapel 18.00pm.  

 

1st  April  ð Holy Thursday - Chrism Mass at St Maryõs Cathedral ð 

 

2nd April  ð Good Friday ð Service at De af Centre Chapel -15.00pm. 

 

4th  April  ð Easter Sunday Mass at Deaf Centre Chapel ð 16.00pm. 

 

16th  to 20th April Pilgrimage to PARIS (year of St Vincent de Paul) 

Organised by SVP (see advert in other page)  

If Interested see D Marshall)  

 

11th   to 18 th  May ð ôNational CDA Awareness Week'. 

 

18th  May ð CDA National Pilgrimage to Walsingham & Fr Cyril Axelrod  

                         40 th  Anniversary to the Priesthood  

31st  May - Pentecost Sunday (Proposed outing for Mass)  

 

CDA North east  1 st  Training Day  at Us haw College TBA 

 

27 th  June ð CDA North East Annual Pilgrimage to Mount Grace, 

Osmotherley. ð  

 

CDA North Eas t - 2nd training day - Dates TBA  

 

September -   Pastoral group Fundraising night. Dates TBA  

 

 

 

 

Bishop Philip Evans (East Anglia) & other Priests anointing the member  

of Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Group at shrine at Walsingham.  

 

 
FR Robert Kinlen and Mr Tom Black (Interpreter) interpreting the 

Outdoor Mass at the Shrine at Walsingham  



Photogr aph Gallery of the Pilgrimage to Walsingham for the sick  

 

The Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham  

 

 

Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf Group with SVP members  

 at an outdoor Mass at the Shrine  

 

Obituary  
Please remember the following names below in your prayers.  

¶ Mrs M Liddell ( Christine Sellarõs Mother) 

¶ Mrs Emma Bryson 

¶ Mr B rian Grimes (husband of Constance and sons of Mark &  

      Kevin 

ôMay perpetual light shine up on them and may they rest in peace. 

 

Also pray for those whose anniversary of their deaths happens at this 

time, and for all who have worshipped in our Chapel a nd for those who  

have goneé..        We pray for them. 

 

Other News.  

CDA National Conference 9 - 11 th  October 2009  

On 9 th  to 11th  October The National Catholic Deaf Association  

Bi-Annual Conference was held at the ôLast Drop Villageõ near Bolton.  

There wer e over 100 deaf people from all over the U.K and Ireland.  

The theme for the conference was; Walk with meõ  

Peter Mc Donough and Father Paul Fletche r gave an excellent Talk .  

Fr Robert Kinlen, Kath Oyston and David Marshall were at the  

Conference, they al l enjoyed the weekend with interesting talk  

and meeting old and new friends . (See Photo in other page)  

All Souls Mass Sunday 2 nd November 2009  

Over thirty Deaf and hearing people attended the special service for  

the ôfeast of all soulsõ. Our SVP Management committee & Chairperson  

Mr Bill Lawson and Mr Gerry Wilson was present at Mass. Some people 

brought Framed Photographs of their loved ones. Thanks to Fr Robert 

Kinlen for celebrating Mass in BSL, also thanks to Marie Callender with  

the Deaf Choir who signed a lovely hymns, also thanks to the hearing  

choir for their support.  

Pastoral Group Fundraising Night Saturday 14 th  November 2009.  

There was about 40 Deaf and hearing people who came to support the 

fundraising night. We had our traditional Pie & Pe a Supper as well as  

Fun Quiz, Bingo and Games. The Pastoral Group wishes to express  

their gratitude for their support, we are pleased to announce that we  

had raised £237.00 . So a big thanks to those who came. Thank you.  

 



Photograph Gallery of visit to N ewminster Abbeyõs rui ns.7.6.09 

 

Members of Our Lady of Lourdes Deaf group at Mass on the ruins of 

Newminster abbey, Morpeth.  

 
Bishop Seamus Cunningham celebrated Mass on the ruins of Newminster 

abbey, Morpeth  

 

 

 

 
Stained Glass window of St Cuthbert of L indisfarne and the Altar  

 at the rear of St Maryõs the Virgin Church. 

 

 
The wooden Sculpture of monks carrying the coffin of St Cuthbert  

On display inside the church of St Maryõs the Virgin. 

 



 

 
The Stained window of St Robert at St Robert Church  

in Morp eth, Northumberland  
 

 
Bishop Seamus Cunningham talks to Deaf group through  

Interpreter (Wilma Shepherd on right).  

 

 



.  Photograph Gallery of the Pilgrimage to Holy Island. 20.6.09õ 

 

 
Reverend Linda Shipp welcomes Deaf Pilgrims  

With prayer beside the statu e of St Aidan of Lindisfarne.  

   

 
Deaf Ecumenical Congregations preparing for the Service  

Inside the church of St Maryõs the Virgin 

 

 

 


